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ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT
Professor, English Department, University of Delaware (2001- )
Associate Professor, English Department, University of Delaware (1990-2001)
Assistant Professor, English Department, University of Delaware (1987-1990)
EDUCATION
Ph.D., English, Rutgers University (October, 1983)

B.A., summa cum laude, University of Massachusetts at Boston (June 1973).  

SCHOLARSHIP
Books
Adorno's Poetics of Critique (Continuum, 2009).  
The Success and Failure of Fredric Jameson (State University of New York Press, 2001).  

The Esoteric Comedies of Carlyle, Newman, and Yeats (Cambridge University Press, 1988).  

Refereed Journal Publications
"How to Read Adorno on How to Read Hegel."  Postmodern Culture. v. 17. n. 2 (January 2007).  http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/pmc/v017/17.2helmling.html
"Adorno's Taboo—and Its Transgression."  Transgression and Taboo:  Critical Essays, ed. Vartan Messier and Nandita Batra (Mayaguez, PR:  College English Association/Caribbean Chapter Publications, 2005), 79‑94.
"'Immanent Critique' and 'Dialectical Mimesis' in Adorno and Horkheimer's Dialectic of Enlightenment."  Boundary 2 v. 32, n. 3 (Fall 2005), 97‑117.  http://boundary2.dukejournals.org/cgi/reprint/32/3/97.pdf
"'During Auschwitz':  Adorno, Hegel, and the Unhappy Consciousness of Critique."  Postmodern Culture, v.15, n. 2 (May 2005).  http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/postmodern_culture/v015/15.2helmling.html
"Constellation and Critique:  Adorno's 'Constellation,' Benjamin's 'Dialectical Image'."  Postmodern Culture v. 14, n. 1 (September 2003).  http://www3.iath.virginia.edu/pmc/text-only/issue.903/14.1helmling.txt
"Failure and the Sublime: Jameson's Writing in the '80s." Postmodern Culture v. 10, n. 3 (May 2000). 
"Jameson's Lacan." Postmodern Culture v. 7, n. 1 (September 1996).  

"Harold Bloom, The Book of J, and the Bible 'As Literature'." Sewanee Review 104 (Spring 1996), 312-25.  
"The Desire Called Jameson." Postmodern Culture v. 5, n. 2 (January 1995).  
"Historicizing Derrida." Postmodern Culture v. 4, n. 3 (May 1994).  

"Marxist 'Pleasure': Fredric Jameson and Terry Eagleton." Postmodern Culture v. 3, n. 3 (May 1993). An expanded version of this essay appears in Amiran, Eyal and John Unsworth, eds., Essays in Postmodern Culture (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993), 239-63.  

"The Grin of Tiresias: Humor in The Waste Land." Twentieth Century Literature 36 (Summer 1990), 137-54. Nominated for the Twentieth Century Literature Annual Prize in Literary Criticism.  

"Pound, Joyce, and Dr. Poindejenk." James Joyce Quarterly 27 (Summer 1990), 862-7.  

"The Humor of Eliot: From 'Prufrock' to The Waste Land." Yeats Eliot Review 9 (Summer-Fall 1988), 153-6.  

"J.V. Cunningham." Dictionary of Literary Biography, Volume 5: American Poets Since World War II, ed. Donald J. Greiner, 2 vols. (Detroit: Gale Research Company, 1980), 1:159-65.  

"Louis Zukofsky." Ibid., 2:422-34.  

Non-Refereed Essay Publications
"A Martyr to Happiness:  Why Adorno Matters."  Kenyon Review 27, 4 (Fall 2006), 156‑74.
"Emersonian Eliot." Sewanee Review 102 (Winter 1994), 46-69.  
"Harold Bloom's Critical Sublime." Kenyon Review 12, 3 (Summer 1990), 154-67.  
"T. S. Eliot and Ralph Ellison: Insiders, Outsiders, and Cultural Authority." Southern Review 25 (Autumn 1989), 841-58.  

"Unmasking Pound." Southern Review 24 (Summer 1988), 502-19.  

"Joyce: Autobiography, History, Narrative." Kenyon Review 10, 2 (Spring 1988), 91-109.  

"The Success and Failure of T. S. Eliot." Sewanee Review 96 (Winter 1988), 55-76.  
"Joyce the Irresponsible." Sewanee Review 94 (Summer 1986), 450-70.  
"'Delivered For a Time From Silence': The Collected Poems of Stevie Smith." Parnassus 6, 1 (Fall-Winter 1977), 314-30.  

"Yeats's Esoteric Comedy." Hudson Review 30 (Summer 1977), 230-46.  

"Del Mar Material in Canto 97." Paideuma 5 (Spring-Summer 1976), 53-7.  

Book Reviews and Notes
Fredric Jameson, Valences of the Dialectic; Ian Buchanan, ed., Jameson on Jameson:  Interviews.   Forthcoming in Postmodern Culture.

Fredric Jameson, The Modernist Papers.  Forthcoming in Symploke.
Donald Burke et al., ed., Adorno and the Need in Thinking.  Forthcoming in Kritikon.
Detlev Claussen, Theodor W. Adorno:  One Last Genius.  Forthcoming in Symploke. 

Theodor W. Adorno, Current of Music: Elements of a Radio Theory, ed. Robert Hullot‑Kentor; David Jenemann, Adorno in America.  Symploke 15, n. 1-2 (2007), 353‑8.  http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/symploke/v015/15.1-2.helmling.html 
"Adorno and Ethics," ed. Christina Gerhardt, special issue of New German Critique, v. 33 (Winter 2006); T. W. Adorno, History and Freedom:  Lectures, 1964-65; T. W. Adorno, Letters to His Parents1939-1951; T. W. Adorno and Thomas Mann, Correspondence:  1943-1955.  Postmodern Culture.  v. 17.., n. 3 (May 2007). http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/pmc/v017/17.3helmling.html 
Stephan Müller-Doohm, Adorno: A Biography.  Symploke 14, n. 1-2 (2006), 289‑91.   http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/symploke/v014/14.1helmling.html
Elaine Pagels, Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas.  Sewanee Review. 112 (Summer 2004), lxxix‑lxxxi.
Terry Eagleton, Illusions of Postmodernism. Kritikon 27 (2000), 78-80.  

Regina M. Schwartz, The Curse of Cain: The Violent Legacy of Monotheism. Kritikon 27 (2000), 56-8.  

Jacques Derrida, The Politics of Friendship. Kritikon 27 (2000), 58-60.  

Lawrence Rainey, Institutions of Modernism: Literary Elites and Public Culture. Kritikon 27 (2000), 158-60.  
Sean Homer, Fredric Jameson: Marxism, Hermeneutics, Postmodernism. Kritikon 27 (2000), 76-8.  

Fredric Jameson, Brecht and Method. Postmodern Culture v. 10, n. 2 (January 2000).  

Jacques Derrida, Archive Fever: A Freudian Impression. Kritikon 26 (1999), 163-5.  

Fredric Jameson, The Cultural Turn: Selected Writings on the Postmodern; Perry Anderson, The Origins of Postmodernity. Postmodern Culture v. 9, n. 2 (January 1999).  
Jacques Derrida, The Gift of Death; Spectres of Marx; Points: Interviews 1974-1994. Kritikon 24 (1997), 160-5.  
Elaine Pagels, The Origins of Satan. Sewanee Review 105 (Summer 1997), xcii-xciv.  

Catherine H. Zuckert, Postmodern Platos: Nietzsche, Heidegger, Gadamer, Strauss, Derrida.  Kritikon 24 (1997), 60-2.  

T. S. Eliot. The Varieties of Metaphysical Poetry, ed. Ronald Schuchard.  Sewanee Review 104 (Spring 1996), xxiv-vi.  
Bob Perelman, The Trouble With Genius. Modernism/Modernity 2, 3 (September 1995), 175-7.  

Slavoj Zizek, Enjoy Your Symptom. Kritikon 21 (1994), 72-3.  

Geoffrey Galt Harpham, Getting Things Right. Kritikon 21 (1994), 57-8.  

Jacques Derrida, Between the Blinds: A Derrida Reader, ed. Peggy Kamuf; Acts of Literature, ed. Derek Attridge; Given Time; (with Geoffrey Bennington), Jacques Derrida. Kritikon 20 (1993), 166-73.  

Jean-Frangois Lyotard, The Libidinal Economy. Kritikon 20 (1993), 155-6. 
Fredric Jameson, Signatures of the Visible and The Geopolitical Aesthetic: Cinema and Space in the World System. Kritikon 20 (1993), 52-5.  

Giles Gunn, Thinking Across the American Grain: Ideology, Intellect, and the New Pragmatism. Kritikon 20 (1993), 55-6.  
Derek Attridge, ed., The Cambridge Companion to James Joyce; Leo Bersani, The Culture of Redemption; George Bornstein, ed., Representing Modernist Texts: Editing as Interpretation; Jewel Spears Brooker, ed., The Placing of T. S. Eliot; Ronald Bush, ed., T. S. Eliot: The Modernist in History; Marianne DeKoven, Rich and Strange: Gender, History, Modernism; Denis Donoghue, Being Modern Together; Mark Edmundson, Towards Reading Freud; Astradur Eysteinsson, The Concept of Modernism; Margaret Mills Harper, The Aristocracy of Art in Joyce and Wolfe; Michael Levenson, Modernism and the Fate of Individuality; Tom Lutz, American Nervousness, 1903: An Anecdotal History; Timothy Materer, ed., The Selected Letters of Ezra Pound to John Quinn, 1915-1924; Akiko Miyake, Ezra Pound and the Mysteries of Love; Jean-Michel Rabati, James Joyce, Authorized Reader; Lawrence S. Rainey, Ezra Pound and the Monument of Culture: Text, History, and the Malatesta Cantos; Judith Ryan, The Vanishing Subject: Early Psychology and Literary Modernism; Herbert Schneidau, Waking Giants: The Presence of the Past in Modernism; Stephen Sicari, Pound's Epic Ambition: Dante and the Modern World; Susan Rubin Suleiman, Subversive Intent: Gender Politics and the Avant-Garde; Henry Sussman, Afterimages of Modernity. Sewanee Review 102 (Spring 1994), 291-309.  Reprinted in Contemporary Literary Criticism, v. 209, ed. Jeffrey Hunter (Detroit: Gale Research Company, 2006).
Houston Baker, Afro-American Poetics and Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance; Harold Bloom, ed., Modern Critical Views: Langston Hughes; Dickson D. Bruce, Jr., Black American Writing from the Nadir: The Evolution of a Literary Tradition, 1817-1915; Martin Duberman, Paul Robeson; Henry Louis Gates, Jr., The Signifying Monkey; Langston Hughes, The Panther and the Lash; Toni Morrison, Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination; Gilbert H. Muller, Chester Himes; Arnold Rampersad, The Life of Langston Hughes (2 vols.); J. Saunders Redding, To Make a Poet Black and A Scholar's Conscience: Selected Writings of J. Saunders Redding, ed. Faith Berry; Phyllis Rose, Jazz Cleopatra: Josephine Baker in Her Time; Quincy Troupe, ed., James Baldwin: The Legacy. Sewanee Review 100 (Fall 1992), 684-99.  
Richard Perceval Graves, Robert Graves: The Years With Laura 1926-40. Sewanee Review 100 (Summer 1992), lxxix-lxxxi.  

Christopher Norris, What's Wrong with Postmodernism: Critical Theory and the Ends of Philosophy. Kritikon 19 (1992), 162-3.  

Ezra Pound, Personae, ed. Lea Baechler and A. Walton Litz. Sewanee Review 99 (Fall 1991), xci-xciv.  

Stanley Sultan, Eliot, Joyce, and Company. Kritikon 18 (1991), 105-6
Jeffrey M. Perl, Skepticism and Modern Enmity: Before and After Eliot. Kritikon 18 (1991), 103-5.  

Victoria Glendinning, Rebecca West: A Life. Sewanee Review 99 (Spring 1991), xxiv-xxxvi.  

Victor Bockris, The Life and Death of Andy Warhol; Miles Davis (with Quincy Troupe), Miles: The Autobiography; Barry Miles, Allen Ginsberg: A Biography. Kenyon Review 13, 1 (Winter 1991), 177-87.  

Deconstruction and Philosophy: The Texts of Jacques Derrida, ed. John Sallis; Technologies of the Self: A Seminar with Michel Foucault, ed. Luther H. Martin, Huck Gutman, and Patrick H. Hutton. Kritikon 17 (1990), 112-14.  

Brenda Maddox, Nora: The Real Life of Molly Bloom. Sewanee Review 98 (Winter 1990), xi-xiii.  

Jean Baudrillard, Selected Writings, ed. Mark Poster. Kenyon Review 12, 1 (Winter 1990), 204-8. Reprinted in Contemporary Literary Criticism, vol. 60, ed. Roger Matuz (Detroit: Gale Research Company, 1990), 39-41.  

Selected Letters of T. S. Eliot, ed. Valerie Eliot; Lyndall Gordon, Eliot's New Life. Kenyon Review 11, 3 (Summer 1989), 153-8.  

The Literary Guide to the Bible, ed. Robert Alter and Frank Kermode; The Bible and the Narrative Tradition, ed. Frank McConnell; Richard Elliott Friedman, Who Wrote the Bible? Sewanee Review 97 (Summer 1989), 462-8. 
Frank Lentricchia, Ariel and the Police. Kenyon Review 11, 2 (Spring 1989), 151-4.  

Richard Ellmann, Oscar Wilde; James Longenbach, Stone Cottage: Pound, Yeats, and Modernism. Kenyon Review 10, 4 (Fall 1988), 124-9.  

Richard Perceval Graves, Robert Graves: The Assault Heroic 1895-1926. Sewanee Review 96 (Fall 1988), lxxxii-lxxxiii.  

The Collected Poems of William Carlos Williams, Volume I: 1909-1939, ed. A. Walton Litz and Christopher MacGowan; Marianne Moore, Collected Prose; Robert Lowell, Collected Prose. Kenyon Review 10, 1 (Winter 1988), 120-5.  

George Mills Harper, The Making of Yeats's "A Vision"; The Collected Letters of W.B. Yeats, Volume I: 1865-1895, ed. John Kelly and Eric Domville. Sewanee Review 95 (Summer 1987), 490-4.  

Barry Ahearn, Zukofsky's "A": An Introduction. Kritikon 13 (1984), 110-11.  
Lucy McDiarmid, Saving Civilization: Yeats, Eliot, and Auden Between the Wars. Kritikon 13 (1984), 108-10.  

Gregory S. Jay, T. S. Eliot and the Poetics of Literary History; Grover Smith, The Waste Land; Ronald Bush, T. S. Eliot: A Study in Character and Style.  Kritikon 13 (1984), 105‑8.  

Michael Bernstein, The Tale of the Tribe: Ezra Pound and the Modern Verse Epic. Kritikon 12 (1983), 85-7.  
Denis Donoghue, Ferocious Alphabets. Hudson Review 34 (Winter 1981-2), 631-6.  Reprinted in Contemporary Literary Criticism, v. 209, ed. Jeffrey Hunter (Detroit: Gale Research Company, 2006).
Ronald Bush, The Genesis of Ezra Pound's Cantos. Kritikon 6 (1977), 224-6.  

Louis Berrone, ed., James Joyce in Padua; Michael Groden, 'Ulysses' in Progress; Hugh Kenner, Joyce's Voices. Hudson Review 32 (Spring 1979), 155-60.  

Marilyn French, The Book as World: James Joyce's 'Ulysses'; Michael Seidel, Epic Geography in James Joyce's 'Ulysses'. Kritikon 6 (1977), 227-9.  

W. K. Wimsatt, The Day of the Leopards. Kritikon 6 (1977), 196-7.  

Frank Kermode, The Classic: Literary Images of Permanence and Change. Kritikon 6 (1977), 70-1.  

Lawrence Buell, Literary Transcendentalism; John Carlos Rowe, Henry Adams and Henry James. Kritikon 5 (1976), 57-60.  

David Lenson, Achilles' Choice. Kritikon 5 (1976), 181-2.  

Hugh Kenner, A Homemade World. Paideuma 4 (Spring 1975), 71-3. 
Current Work 
Modernist Eros.  A series of related articles, perhaps a book, on sexual liberation in modernism.
Honors and Awards
Marius Bewley Prize (for best graduate student paper), Rutgers, Spring 1975.  

Spencer Eddy Prize (for best graduate student publication), Rutgers, Spring 1977.  
Excellence in Teaching Award Nominee, University of Delaware, 1988, 1994, 1995.  

Grants
Rutgers University Fellowship, Fall 1976-Spring 1980 (to support dissertation research).  

Delaware Humanities Forum Grant (to support completion of book manuscript, The Esoteric Comedies of Carlyle, Newman, and Yeats, subsequently published by Cambridge University Press, 1988), June 1984-May 1985.  

Delaware State Arts Council Grant (for non-fiction), October 1987-September 1988.  

General University Research Grant, University of Delaware (for research on Eliot's relations with Joyce), June-August 1988.  

General University Research Grant, University of Delaware (for research on Fredric Jameson), June-August 1993.  

Sabbatical (for work on Fredric Jameson), January-June, 1994.  

Sabbatical (for work on Horkheimer and Adorno), September 2000-June 2001.  
Sabbatical (for work on modernism and sex), January-June 2008.

Professional Presentations
"Joyce the Irresponsible." MLA Convention, 1979.  

"The Literary Career of Laura Riding." Research on Women Seminars, University of Delaware, December 1985.  

"The Success and Failure of T. S. Eliot." University of Delaware, April 1987.  

"The Grin of Tiresias: Humor in The Waste Land." T. S. Eliot Symposium, University of New Hampshire, April 1988. Expanded version presented at University of South Carolina, March 1990, and University of Delaware, April 1990.  

"The Humor of Eliot: From 'Prufrock' to The Waste Land." T. S. Eliot Symposium, University of Arkansas, May 1988.  

"T. S. Eliot and Ralph Ellison." T. S. Eliot Symposium, University of Glasgow (Scotland), July 1988.  

"The American Eliot and the Whiteness Beyond Ethnicity." MLA Convention, 1990.  

"The Aristocracy of Art in Joyce and Wolfe." International James Joyce Symposium, Dublin, June 1992.  

"'Pleasure': Jameson Between Eagleton and Barthes." Twentieth- Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky, February 1993.  

"Postmodernism Between Jameson and Eagleton." Twentieth-Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky, February 1994.  

"Jameson's Lacan." Twentieth-Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky, February 1995.  

"Jameson's Hegel." Twentieth-Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky, February 1996.  

"Late Derrida: Two Motifs." Twentieth-Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky, February 1998.  
"Adorno's Modernist Critique."  Twentieth-Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Kentucky, February 2003.

"Adorno, Hegel, and the 'Unhappy Consciousness' of Critique."  Twentieth-Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky, February 2004 (in absentia).

"Adorno's Taboo—and its Transgression."  CEA Conference, University of Puerto Rico, Mayagüez, Puerto Rico, February 2005.

Public Presentations
"The Bible and Western Culture," Delaware Humanities Forum (Feb 2006, October 2007)
TEACHING
Courses Offered 
Undergraduate

At Rutgers College: Freshman and Sophomore Composition, Freshman Workshop (a pre-composition course for disadvantaged freshmen), Greek and Latin Literature in Translation, Modern Anglo-American Poetry, Survey of English Literature I (Chaucer to Johnson), Survey of English Literature II (Blake to Auden).  

At University of Delaware: Freud and the Modern World, Sophomore and Advanced Composition, Introduction to the Novel, Introduction to Poetry, British Literature II (Swift to Auden), Survey of American Literature, Pound and Eliot (senior seminar), Biblical and Classical Literature, Modern British Literature, Modern Poetry and Poetics (senior seminar), 
Graduate

Modern Poetry (graduate seminar), Hegel and After:  Some Contexts for Theory (graduate course), Introduction to Literary and Cultural Theory (required graduate course), Tools of Textual Analysis (pilot version of new curriculum addition).
SERVICE 
Contributing Editor, The Kenyon Review (1989-90)
Referee for University of Delaware Press
Referee for Postmodern Culture (1993- )
Contributing Editor, Postmodern Culture (2004- )
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